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7330-7/U78021)
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Mr. Dan Macher . '5
3113 S. R 580, 283 mm!zi\w

Safety Harbor, Florida 34695
Dear Mr. Macher: GHGEQH‘V

This is in reply to your letter to Congressman Michael Bilirakis regarding the
Notice of Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034
(1992). This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission’s Rules
governing the private land mobile radio services operating in the frequency
bands below 512 MHz.

You are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes on radio
control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning our
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
concerns into account when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As
indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant
regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality
of communications in the private land mobile radio services will continue to
deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the national
economy.

We want to thank you for your interest. Your letter will be included in the
record of the proceeding. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994.

Sincerely,
. p c
Qe‘&k&%\ﬁ. < NG
Richard J. Shiben

Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

STH DISTRICT, FLORIDA

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE

HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT
TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND FINANCE

Commerce, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND COMPETITIVENESS

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS
RaNKING MEMBER, OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS

HosPiTaLS AND HEALTH CARE

SELECT COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN,
YOUTH. AND FAMILIES

CHAIRMAN, TASK FORCE ON THE €LDERLY

CO-CHAIRMAN, TASK FORCE ON
INFANT MORTALITY

CONGRESSIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS CAUCUS

Congress of the Wnited Dtates
Nouse of Representatives

Mashington, DE 20515-0g0g

PLEASE RESPOND TO:

WASHINGTON OFFICE

2432 RAYBUAN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-0909
(202} 225-5755

DISTRICT OFFICES

1100 CLEVELAND STREET. SUITE 1600
CLEARWATER, FL 34619
(813) 441.372

2739 US HWY. 19, SUITE 110
HOLIDAY, FL 34691
(813) 847-1022

408 WEST RENFRO STREET
SUITE 107F
PLANT CITY, FL 33566
(813) 752-9280

February 22, 1993

Legislative Liaison
Federal Communications Commission

Office of Congressional and Public Affairs
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am enclosing, for your review, a copy of comments which I received
from several of my constituents.

In summary, they are concerned that the F.C.C. plans to create more
land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths
and rearranging the band plan. If this is done many who own radio
controlled models will lose not only the time enjoyed using these
models, but the money that was invested in the purchasing of this
expensive equipment.

I would appreciate your thorough review of the attached comments.
Please forward your response directly to my constituents.

I would also be grateful if you would send a copy of your response
to my Washington, D.C. office.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

With best wishes, I am

incerely yours,

*rhael Bilirakis
ember of Congress
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Honorable Congressman Michael Bilirakis P y f o b 7o
4111 Land of Lakes Blvd. < - e
Suite 306 . .

Land of Lakes ,FL 34639 Eoo o

Dear Mr Bioirakis, ;

I am retired and derive many hours ofenjoyment from constructing and operating radio
controlled model airplanes. I have been interested in aviation.for as long as i can
remember. I am very active in two local clubs whose members enjoy constructing and
operating radio controlled model airplanes and helicopters.

.
-

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235.
1f adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently

assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for
controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from

the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50

frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is

diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.

’ Please understand that many mddel airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30
- or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of

% causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
. conl.r(?l of the craft. We often fly our shodels at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
R participate. We need the usc of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
“ environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio

users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business

: ;ISCI’S of rad.los, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The

; wbby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like mysell and contributes to the
L advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out s
proposals for the 72-76 M7 band.

Sincerely,

o S
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radio control modelers. We may not be as important as S
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in ouf?ﬁ%ﬁﬁl
and radio equipment. The hobby has provided me and my family%y&i%
hours of enjoyment and contributes to the advancement and devé‘la’s&f‘,ﬁ'
of the commercial aviation industry. :
Please help me continue the safe enjoymnent of my pastime by QEL
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. '

@n@uy/f/ Bt

Carol A. Boyd
10209 N. Armenia Avenue
Tampa, Florida 33612
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Honorable Congressman Michael Bilirakis
4111 Land of Lakes Blvd.
Suite 306

Land of Lakes, FL 34639 ., . S s

Dear Sir

I am an avid model aircraft flyer. I spend much of my time
with this hobby. I also derive part of my living from it.

I am very concerned about the proposed rules That are
currently being considered by the FCC. Particularly PR
Docket 92-235. If these rules were to be adopted it will
make Radio Control Flying very difficult as well as
increased risks for accidents. Our Band Width is very narrow
already. To place more frequencliles between ours would make
ours almost useless without extensive and expensive
modification to the equipment.

The FCC may not think that we are more important than
business users of these frequencies but we modelers have a
great deal of time and money invested in this over 40 year
0old hobby. Please help me to continue to enjoy my hobby

safely by not allowing the FCC to carry out the proposals
for the 72-76 Mhz Band.

Sincerely
WZZ? |
Michael Rizzo

11032 Streamside Dr.
Tampa, FL 33624-7000
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January 30, 1993

The Honorable John Mica
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Mica:

Being active in the sport of radio controlled (R/C) model aircraft, I am
very much concerned about proposed rules that are currently under

i onsideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) The
g:f__e,_g_,____________ e __rederal LOmy .C. g
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usability of frequencies now assigned to our use and will greatly increase
the risk of accidents due to frequency overlap.

Our radio frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is used for
both R/C model aircraft and private mobile dispatch operations. However,

the frequencies in this band are currently far enough apart that conflict
does not occur.

Now the FCC wants to create more mobile frequencies by splitting them into
very narrow bandwidths and inserting them between existing R/C and mobile
frequencies. This will effectlvely make at least 31 of the 50 R/C
frequencies dangerous to use.

We fly our R/C model aircraft with care, and go to great lengths to assure
the safety of the operators, bystanders and adjacent property. We carefully
coordinate frequency use among our own club members to avoid accidents and
property loss. The new rule, if passed, will inevitably cause frequency
conflict from mobile operations with sudden loss of control of aircraft.
Since many of these aircraft weigh as much as 20 to 40 pounds, can fly at
upwards of 100 mph, and are often flown at organized events with many
spectators, the possibility of serious injury and even death makes this a
very serious problem.

I do not think it wise for the FCC to seek to improve the operations of
mobile radio users at the expense of radic control modelers. The R/C hobby
involves significant investment in equipment, and provides many hours of
enjoyment to tens of thousands of people like myself and contributes
significantly to the economy.

Please help me and my fellow R/C flyers continue to safely enjoy our
pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72 - 76






expensive radio gear now in use.

We modelers go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. We
carefully coordinate the use of the radio control frequencies. If the
FCC reduces the number of usable frequencies as proposed, the

remaining frequencies will become congested thus greatly reducing
the margin of safety.

Please note that many of the models have wing spans up to 10 feet
and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds, and are expensive to build;
but more to the point, they are capable of causing property damage,
serious injury, or worse, if radio interference causes the operator to
lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized
events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We

need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to
assure a safe flying environment.

It is unwise for the FCC toseek to improve the operations conditions
of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers,
in my opinion. | am a member of an organized club numbering over
100 members in the Tampa area and my club is only one of many in

the area. While the FCC may see us as less important than business
penke nf . radine ave hous 2 snpridazablo_ipunatmantain _aur_mndals

and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours ot
enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people like myself while

contributing to the advancement and development of the commercial
aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

v Y M
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Feboruary 1,

The Honorable Sam M. Gibbkons

United States House of Representatives
Ndsh1ngtun, OC 20515

‘,f o

" Dear: Mr G1bbons.. s
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I am r:txrcd and derlve many hours of enJoyment from construct1ng
and operating radio controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned aboul proposed rules that are currently under
consideration oy the 21 Communications Commission (FOC :.‘ . The
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January 30, 1993

The Honorable John Mica
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Mica:

Being active in the sport of radio controlled (R/C) model aircraft, I am
very much concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted the new rules will affect the

usability of frequencies now assigned to our use and will greatly increase
the risk of accidents due to frequency cverlap.

Our radio frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is used for
both R/C model aircraft and private mobile dispatch operations. However,

the frequencies in this band are currently far enough apart that conflict
does not occur.

Now the FCC wants to create more mobile frequencies by splitting them into
very narrow bandwidths and inserting them between existing R/C and mobile

frequencies. This will effectively make at 1least 31 of the 50 R/C
frequencies dangerous to use.

We fly our R/C model aircraft with care, and go to great lengths to assure
the safety of the operators, bystanders and adjacent property. We carefully
coordinate frequency use among our own club members to avoid accidents and
property loss. The new rule, if passed, will inevitably cause frequency
conflict from mobile operations with sudden loss of control of aircraft.
Since many of these aircraft weigh as much as 20 to 40 pounds, can fly at
upwards of 100 mph, and are often flown at organized events with many
spectators, the.possibility of serious injury and even death makes this a
very serious problem. ‘

I do not think it wise for the FCC to seek to improve the operations of
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The R/C hobby
involves significant investment in equipment, and provides many hours of
enjoyment to tens of thousands of people like myself and contributes
significantly to the economy.

Please help me and my fellow R/C flyers continue to safely enjoy our

pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72 - 76
MHz band.

Sincerely,

L/?J:é £ (afoer

Clayton & Brenda Watson
15903 Northlake Village Drive
Odessa, Florida 33556-9677






expensive radio gear now in use.

We modelers go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. We
carefully coordinate the use of the radioc control frequencies. |f the
FCC reduces the number of usable frequencies as proposed, the

remaining frequencies will become congested thus greatly reducing
the margin of safety.

Please note that many of the models have wing spans up to 10 feet
and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds, and are expensive to build;
but more to the point, they are capable of causing property damage,
sericus injury, or worse, if radio interference causes the. operator to
lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized
events and contests where hundreds of operators . participate. We

need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to
assure a safe flying environment.

It is unwise for the FCC toseek to improve the operations conditions
of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers,
in my opinion. | am a member of an organized club numbering over
100 members in the Tampa area and my club is only one of many in
the area. While the FCC may see us as less important than business
users of radios, we have a considerable investment in our models
and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people like myself while

contributing to the advancement and development of the commercial
aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.
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